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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) FILES
COPIES FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC

File Number: AIR 39/3/3 Volume 4

File Title: Reports of UFO’s

File Timespan: Opened: 1981 - Closed 1984

File Declassified: September 2010

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2054

- File Contains: Various UFO sightings from members of the public and
reports on sightings at Christchurch International Airport and Temuka
in 1982. Correspondence from the Office of the Ombudsman relating to
public access to UFO information. Correspondence from / to UFO
research groups in NZ and requests for UFO information from overseas
researchers. Various Press clippings throughout.




" NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
(UFO) FILES

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying
Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the
public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act.

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until
the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the
personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to
preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personne! and civilians
employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government
Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information
has been removed or omitted from these files.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force
files in 1952 and continued under different names, Unidentified Flying Objects
(UFQ) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files
contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnel,
investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies
into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals
who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft.

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file
periods averlap with one another and the documents within each file are not
necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within
each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and
reports) can appear in different files.

ACCESS TOUFOFILES

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o
Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are
not available in electronic format.
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PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS SHEET

This item is part of the holdings of Archives New Zealand, and
is a PUBLIC ARCHIVE on TEMPORARY LOAN to your office.
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Series: 7281
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Box/File: _30 ¢
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» Do not remove any item from this file -

Do not add any item to this file

Do not write on or erase anything from this file
Do not flag, label, or otherwise damage this file

This loan is valid for three months from .....28 AU5 200

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS TO
Government Loans Service '

Archjves New Zealand Head Office

Ground Floor Reception,

10 Mulgrave Street

WELLINGTON

OR ASK FOR AN EXTENSION

Phone: (04) 894 6063

Fax: (04) 495 6210

Email: government.loans@archives.govt.nz
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st ner babgat only Tive vears ago,.  Iin deciding thal that
wndertaking should be honowurad, the provisions of the Uffigial
informaticn Awl Sections 2{2){a) and (b} weve sszen Lo apply.

!

L regoested; coples of statements omde by Brs Morsland is 1959 and
records of antervisws with her are alse encloessd for yoor
information. 1t iz easy Lo uoderstand her wish Lo aveid furcher
publicity. Mr Enapman ciaims to raguika the informacion for
rEhearoh purpOaes only, bot the digisztry hae oo confidencs that
resurrection of the matier would not resuvlt is what Mre HoCallum
would consider te be barrassment, It wak thig,?9$&1“limuy thail was
borhe Ln wind rather than the gonfldepcviality of her nawme for iis

ol aRke. A&ftar 211, if we qa%ﬁ #y Enapmarn the information he
Lur‘& well considsye hisz vndsyitaklisg to s to e 56 mors hinding
than ours to her hed pesp - aﬁd he zave he fnows Hrs Borelandl's opew
namze and address,

Mr Enagran nas Linally asked wvariously for a copy of the FETAP
rEport inte ths elleged UF0G signiings abt Ralimeure in late 1978 and
fov & reaport on & spscific reconnmissmoce {lilehy conducted on 2
Januvary 1¥7%.  The main rsport was suwmmevized irn a press raicaze at
the time, containing aill of the salisnt findiags of the &nquixy.
The reconnrissance [light of 2 Janwary yielded no furtner positivs
iﬁforma%xﬁm. It was therefors a&iia ad that in passing a copy of
the press releage Lo My ﬂnsgman the Hinintry had satisfied the
reguiranents onder the Gfficial informeibion Rot Section 1é{e).
Copias 0f the main raport and of the oress releare are saclosed for
your information, I shoonld add that untll now, the mals report has
net been relsaged Lo any agency or parson outside the Mleistry of
Defance.

Faturally, the AKZRP has an underiyiog r@ﬁroﬁﬁibifitv for the
spcuriby of Mew Yealand airspace, Its titode to UFUs however is
not dissimilar from that of the bnitad utazea Aly Force which zince
avout 1874, I am toeld, haw worked to the policy that “"reports of
unidentified objecks sptexing United Btates alirspace are of
interest to ths pilitary as a regular part of defsase bvrvplilah €.
BEsyond that, the U AlY Fores ano longer invaat1Q4haa reporns of UF

sightinge®. It may be pertirsen: ¢o note too thet in 19:? in a

AT

statement attributed to BASA it was conoluded: *..,. what anists iz

7

A batiling collection of intriguing znecdeotsl avidence for
systerious shenomens, uzually referred to as UFDe*. Thers is no
evidenss %mcw of ithat establishes UFOz as a fact,

Yhe RNBAF is nol and heE never basn raguired as & matber of coursge
zither (6 investigate UFD sightings, snor to collate reporis
forwarded to 1t. dhis of course is z guastion of policy for the
Govarament o decids, but the Ministry's zdvice would be that
proposals such as the nne made by Br Zna apean should adt be
entertainnd.  So far as I am awares, only in ong case -~ bthat of ths
"Raikours Incidant™ of 1378-79 - nas the dovernpsnt dirscted trat



thr alir Feroe oonduct an lavestigatlon., Hepscheless, in

shariging its gesnerval vesponsibilitiss fthe RERAY continues to
raaﬁxve repocts Trom the public (as I belisve Jdo the Polics ang the
mimintry of Yragsportd, and these are sonstimes *“investicated? to
the extant of detsrmining whether the reported phanomenoa could
regaonakly ba callated with a known physical savent., These could

include: & aiwurotoqical kalleon reflecting & fiemm of sunlight
From hiqn altitude &3 1t moves out of fthe Harihis shadow afier dusk
ao the sorface, or an unvegally brieht planst or star near the
%mxizwn, or ancmmlmuﬁ prugaga*i“n of erﬂht Lights on the surisce,
and the like., Gensrally, ass with the haikoura repori, anlv the
results and not the detalls of the investigations have been suds
pubtic.

Scme reports of sightings come frowm thozs who ars gerui?ﬁlﬂ gugzled
about aomething they Bave seep, and ars made in good faith.  Others
are takesn up bg these for whom UFO0'z it gseems will expliain 2ll the
myﬁtsr;ﬁa of the universe. Thelr diligence on the subject is noc
atched by any sens2 of balance oy of ths peed for diszpassionate

guiry. The Ministry should not in &y view »illingly get drvawm
rto the pursult of chimera apd should avoid providiasg fuel for
feverad imzaginations.,

Bvan with the worve halanced observer, great difficuliies arise. An
gntigation almost alsays veaches a gamw* vhere it has at ileast

lied that Lhe onserver had been fooled Y some natural
Ballenging the reliabkility of hJB phvsical sense2g, which

@G 0o a*ms& re dovbt hitherto, oan very easily tern an
disppssion inte a subidective cne, The mein issve of

or aot therse was a UF0O rends to beoome lost as the obssover

i a need Lo dafend g parsonal position, szpacialily 12, as

1 thae cang, the matier bas bacome public. In thisz kind of

sgrrounding the reported sxperiences of others obsessions

te e given free reln, Isaginative theorien sgam Lo blosson,

Lating accusations of efficial conspiracy o cover up wital

8%, no waitay how wuch infermmtion is releaned.

i
4
N
to bhe Lo

3

g

1
&
Y
Ci
4
e

7

o
i T R Y
& o Ao e

m <

P E e

o &
fod
Wt

o

i
A

i
L T

= Y b e Lk e
iy DR
& 0
o
3

i

Ky b

e of Hrs koreland illustrates the potential for

rstandings. It might indesd seewm in rebtroespaci {(with only

Yaur“Fli written word Lo ¢o by) that ir these matters

Vi tu& investigators zometimes find jc difficuit to maintain

neir detachment, It iz difficuli not o soncluds that the

stigaving officer ool clozely involived might have pliowed hiz

chvicus interest to roflect anﬁ o strengbhen Mrs Morsiandtbs

couwvletioas {(aithongh in mitigation T sesam o rscall that RUED
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soares®™ were ramppant at the time). W2 shall never know., But I
goubkt that that officer - =hoe want on to complsie a apccessiul
carcer as an anginesr in the RNIAT - weuld care to be reminded now

i+
of the spisode, any nors than Jdoes MNrs Helalluam,

Tners seems Lo me to e an opwid e ; tact the nrivacy of
indivifuals 1u cases such as thiz one. They shovld not be exvosed



e

klic ridiculs, and a statuntory power to protecst them sdists
Seobion 3(2){a) of the Act. I shovid not fhink it reasonable
posn mrs {(Moreland) mvC%‘luﬂ to the attenhions of
Lpations such as My Kospman's {(and it i& ney &3 ureae wish That
not hep Eoba
i
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G#0 reports and perbaps thelr soure

throwgh bhe vorkings of the dﬂileial Infﬂfmﬂtlﬁﬂ aet.
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segond peist alse turns on thes predilections of the zecentric

nobbhyist end Lhe more exbrams pelievers in visitabtions from ouber
@g oe. It sesms pore than lively that auy itew of informetion,

#itive or ﬂw@n?LVb; will be pored over with grest tﬁfhﬂulr&h. tE
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gport would be ﬂim*iar ~ 1 oan eavisagse 2 Flood of demandy foz
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razoursses, where siiocations besve ¢ be made in The light of the
reasnnable and realistio security needs of the @up%ry. The 14983
Defwpoe Roview melies ng proviszion for dafeacs agrins
extraterrestrial thxua%m. The resources gllocagted g@ Lry o maat
defence preoblems clozer to bome will s it 18 be siretchad, It
would in my view be cobirary to the public intervest te allew
porintloss ulv@r iiom of the resgurces of a departosznt of States ths
provigioas of Section $4{2) (k) would seem ko applv.

lo suswaty, the Eirst two of Mr Enapman’®s reguests cannol Lo met
and the third request was declinsd in the light of Sections $(2)(a)
and (b} of the Gffigial 1hn$§ﬂﬁmi0ﬁ Act, As to the further
reguast, I trust vou will agree bhat for good reasons the Binistry
nas not sesn fit Lo satisfy it in all respectsy that the Defence
filex on the subjiect should not be aguﬂaﬁ up: and that the
sdministration of tha provisions of the Qfficial Information Reotv az
thev affect this partieular subiject shonld be uﬁgxlau with a lavge

¥

peazure of common Hange as wﬁll mg in the spirit of the law. I
should add tha would certainly not envisage any change in the
present. praetice of mﬂxlur fresly avallable summsries of the
findings wheve repovis of {Me are investigated.

Sheuld vou Zsel it to e seceasary, I weuld b only toc happv to
have n meabesr of your staff exendne ocur fliles hers in order fo
abvbain wore detailed backgromnd to the question of UFD rsports and
invastigations,

Daefance
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m!epbnne 739 533 /{\/‘5»}‘ "’g“”“*-{;ﬁ‘\-\ 4th Floor, Chage NIBA House
PS. Box 10152 /s Y (% 163-165 The Terrace
The Terrace, wcllmgten/mg Py ) %:,\ Wellington

7 Tomay ;934 ]

\'\' s " .‘; ‘ f

b 5 rr‘ ""-u rh' JF " /

9 May 198l

The Secretary of Defence
Ministry of Defence
Private Bag

WELLINGTON

Dear Mr McLean,

I refer to my letter of 6 April concerning the request
I have received from Mr H.J. Knapman, on behalf of the
Mutual UFO Network Inc.,, to investigate and review the
decision by Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official
Information Act not to make available information he had
requested. I should be grateful to receive your advice
on when I may expect to receive your report.

Yours sincerely,

-\\\5



@ffite of the Bmbudgman

Welepbone: 739 533 4th IFlocr, hase $BA BHouse
P.E. Wox 10152 163-165 The Terrace

The Terrace, Wellington

/] H%E

Bellington

6 April 1984

Ministry of Defence
Private Bag

WELLINGTON Gloc T e

The Secretary of Defence Jéﬁﬁéjgé—

Dear Mr Mclean, Aﬂht/ lo« &

I have received a request from Mr H.J. Knapman, on
behalf of the Mutual UFO Network Inc, Box 22-638, High Street,
Christchurch, to ipvestigate and review the decision by
Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official Information Act
on 17 November 1983 not to make available information he had
reguested.

I understand the circumstances to be as follows. 0On
17 September 1983 Mr Knapman asked for the following
information:-

1. A copy of the report on several movie films
taken by ecivilians in April 1954 which were
made available to the Air Force and, if
possible, copies of these films.

2. A copy of a senior NCO's report on UFO
sightings at Whenuapai on 18 August 18954,

3, The report on Mrs F., Moreland!s sighting
of a UFD on 13 July 1959.

4, The report by the Air Force on 2 January 1979
of a UF0 sighting at Kaikoura.

On 17 November 1983 Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch replied
that the Ministry of Defence had no record or copiss of the
1954 movie films to which Mr Knapman had referred. Secondly,
he said the Ministry did not have a report or any information

ton the sighting which Mr Knapman attributed to a senior NCO

at the RNZAF base at Whenuapai in August 1954, He commented
that the report on the sighting by "Mrs F., Moreland" in 99595
was confidential,and an assurance had been given to the
witness by the Secretary of Defence that the results of the

fenquiry would not be released without her permission. He added
Ithat the witness had been contacted and she had requested that

Juiinn



her privacy be respected. He said that the report would not be
made available, He also provided a copy of a press release
relating to the reported Kaikoura sightings bestween December
1978 and January 1979.

Mr Knapman has made the following comments. In

Irespect of his first reguest, he says the Ministry were

definitely given movie films in 1954. His source of informa-
tion is Michael Hervey's book "UFOs over the southern hemis-
phere", first printed in 1975. At pags 220 it states:-

"During April 1954 the N.Z. Air Force received
sgveral movie films taken by civilians showing
strange, mysterious pinpoints of light moving
across the sky. They were duly sxamined by
experts who later admitted that they had been
unable to trace their origin, or offer any
explanation as to what could have caused the
lights in the sky".

Mr Knapman accepts the Ministry's reply on the second
item of informatien he requested. He is dissatisfied with the
decision on his request for the report on Mrs Moreland®s
sighting in 1959, He says that although he knows Mrs Moreland's
present address and new married name, he. respects her privacy
and will not contact her about her sighting directly. He
says he gave the Ministry an assurance that he would nsver
pass this information about her to anybody. He says that the
release of this report would be of great value to him, as it
would giwve him a guideline and comparison to the other hundreds
of cases he has investigated. He does not consider it
reasonable that the Ministry has refused to release the report
to him on the grounds of a requsest made by Mrs Moreland more
than 25 years ago to keep it confidential. He recognises
this was necessary for her protection at the time when UFO
witnesses were harassed by the public. He adds that he has
no wish to make public any information he receives from the
Ministry.

Mr Knapman says that the fourth: item of information he
requested has not been provided. He asked for the internal
report about the findings of the Air Force, following the
Orion flight on January 1979 egast of Kaikoura.

Finally, Mr Knapman has made a general comment that he
would like to see the Air Force collating any UFO information
which it is willing to pass on to UFOD research groups without
the necessity for the groups to state names, dates, years etc.
before any information is provided. He adds that he has
provided the Ministry with hundreds of UFO0 reports on micro-
film, In conclusion he asks whether any arrangements can be
made for authentic UFO research groups like MUFON to receive
information for scientific research purposes,

[
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I should thersfore be gratsful to receive your report
on this matter., It should contain the detailed reasons for
the decision of the Ministry not to make available the
information Mr Knapman reguested and include reference to the
precise grounds on which it belisves there exists good reason
under the 0fficial Information Act for withholding the
information., I should also like to know what consideration
the Ministry gave to ss.16 and 17 of the Act uwhen considering
Mr Knapman's reguest and whether you consider good reason
gxists under the Act for withholding all the information
reguested.

I should also like to see the information requested and
withheld, the papers supporting your views and those that wers
considered by Squadron Leader Lynch when deciding not to make
the information available. In the areas where no information
could be found, I should be grateful for your advice on the
steps which were taken to locate the information reguested.

Finally, I should point out that the Ministry has
not complied with its obligation under s.19(b) of the 0Official
Information Act to advise an applicant for information of his/
her right to seek under s.28(2) of the Official Information
Act an investigation and review of the refusal by an Ombudsman.

If you are unable to provide your report within three
weeks, I should like to be informed.

Yours sincerely,

Chief Ombudsman
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P}
former Mrs Morsland should be honoured, the provisions of the

Official Information Act Sections 9 (2) (a) and (b) were seen

to apply.

G & As requested, copies of statements made by Mrs Moreland
4=-¢;Lc~5~é9 Lo el v».énv--‘:¥—-
in 1959 and records of interviews with her are shtiechod.

Eﬂﬁﬁ&&%ﬁﬁbﬁﬁﬁﬂ&daaﬁa%&(ﬁ%sy to understand her wish to avoid
further publicity. Mr Knapman claims to require the information
for research purposes only but the Ministry of Defence has no

wea S -
cunfldence that resurrection of this &es@e will not result in &=
wur. a__ﬂQ '\- s oAllls 9955“5\1 '\"\] L o T /N an.w'l-;q__l .\—3 o fay etrpet LA s Q;L Prus - Y Y- boe . .

Tenewed harassment of Mrs McCallum, Y ek 7 gﬁﬁuﬂ=m&ih if Mr Knapman
Ry

:&:%a-be given th&s information, t==m he mmw uell consider his

undertaking to us to be no more binding than was ours to Mrs
McCallum.
Q\:\azug
4?— B ey Mr Knapman hasgasked variously for a copy of
e bov ra
the RNZAF report into the alleged UFDO sightings at Wes=szo in
late 1978 and for a report on a specific reconnaissance flight

conducted on 2 Jan 79, The main report was summarized in

a press release at the time which..contained all of the salient

findings of the enquiry. The reconnaissance flight of 2 Jan 79
gt iy
yielded no Furtherﬂinfcrmation. It wass therefore considered

that in passing a copy of the press release to Mr Knapman the
Ministry had satisfied the reguirements of the Official Information

Act Section 16 (e). Copies of the main report and of the press

release are abkacimr olow A clesed  Cuo b v otz
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eRtime—erauiries from the imterested

ard—respersibte—to—-thuse—Ffrom—thre—Turatic—frimge: Copies
L..LH\ %ﬁ.\os-ﬁap.
of previous correspondence f£rem Mr Knapman are atbached, from
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,ff 0f the four requests for information wede-by—tir—Kmapmarr,
the first two cannot be satisfied. As Mr Knapman has already

been told, no reports of movie films taken’. in 1950 nor any
pvidence of thelr existence are held in Defence files. Neither

is there any record of a report by a senior NCO on UFO sightings

j: Crmvne f\o‘t 'Q-d.mu.(&o-d' wl{"—s '\-‘m& !—uﬂkoé
at Whenuapai in August 1954, {kEHeﬂ&y~e§aervafrww#—muufﬂ—be
Miehorl 'L-‘u-ﬂ-r\-ﬂ-% ord hot wo g o‘ ¢9‘-u-(oh$kmﬁ Wis bowa Qdas. T Lo ~at

nown au

\z.w whatbar iz Lol e %ovm ot cuitlrotolat 1w UFO c.«wtlta bot i+ o
Rerdly—be—takem s arttoritetiver particaterty agauthurs of
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such works are seldom noted For thelr baiance and Dbject1V1tmj s;-;ggt

Cgf &7 Turning to the then Mrs Nareland‘s account of her encounter

/ ——
with a UF0 and its occupants in 1959,7Mr Knapman has been

e
advised that -» undertaking &ss=dm==n given her that this material
v s¥ill e doee .
will not be released uwithout her consentg Copies of correspondence
Sonz lonall

betwsen her and the Ministry of Defence are a¥btssHted and these
speak for themselves., «FHe—wilti—bernoted—ttet, Gbntrary to Mr
Knapmang claim that this assurance was made 25 years ago and that
rel Ramerh
Lor—this—reaserr it somehow now lacks validity, theys€orrespondence

took place in 1979. In deciding that the undertaking to the

/ former Mrs Moreland
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Neay Messzres Stanfer and Wishart

Radic Haurazki
P O Box 1430
AUCRLAND

I refer to your lstter of 28 March 1984 in which you ask for
information from Defence flles "on extraterrestrial space
craft and or ocoupants that have landed or have been sighted
in Wew Zealand territory”. I understand too that you have
separately regquested from the Pefonce Publlc Relations Office
details of the sightings of UPOz since the raporied incidents
arctnd Kalkoura in 1879,

It ig not possible to mest the terms of reference ag you have
phrased therm in your lestter. The Minlstry of Defence holds
no information whatsoever to suggest that aliens have landed
in New Zealand, or that they or their spacecraft have been
sighted here. I ¢an assure you vategorically that New fZealand
Government agencies have not "dealt™ in any way with extys-
terrestrial spacecraft or their occupants. HReither has
material suggesting that others bave done B0 heen provided

to us by cther Governments - I have not seen, for example,

the declassified papars of United States Government origin
that you mention.

o

/

By definition & UFC is an unldentified €flying object.
that seme people claim to have ldentifisd these things and
aven to have gongorted with aliens. I have seen nothing to
suggest thet thoze claime ean be substantiated.

I kKnow

Distinet from claime of ¢lese encounters with sentient aliens,
there remains the puzzle of sightings of odd lights and shapes.
In this regard the Mew EZsaland position is similar to that
which I understand now pertaing in the Unlited States. It
was ¥ASA, I believe, that put it succinctly in 1977 by saying
*, ...what exigts is a baffling collection of intriguing
anecdotal evidence for mysterious phenomena, usunlly referred
to as UPO's"., Alsc, I am told that ”r&pmrta.ﬁf unidentified
objects entering United States air space aru of interest to
the military as a regular part of dafense surveillance. Beyond
that, the U8 Alr Poree no longer investigates reports of UPO
sightings." In this country, however, the Royal Wew Zealand
Air Porce has never been reguired to investigate UPO sightings
ag a matter of course. (The XKaikoura gase was a apsoial one
in which the Government asked the BNZAF to investigate, and
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which was fully reported upen at the time.! MNor iz the BNIAP
or any other part of the Miniztry of Defence reguirsd to act
ag a co-ordinating body for repordiang such sightings, I
understand that reports from the public ars received from
time to time separately by the Police, by the Clvil Avistion
Divisien and the Meteorclogical Service of the Ministry of
Tranaport, and by the DSIR., Some reports are orosg-checked
among these agencies primarily o determing whether there

may be a phyzical reason for the pheonomennn as it was obgerved -

guch as a large alifcraft or 2 mateorolingioal balloon catching
the sunlight at high altitude afiar dbek oy before dawn.

Turning now te your tal&pkaned reguest, I can provide the
following sumpariez of incidents which have been reported
to the Alr Staff.

On April 20, 1979, a single orang: light was seen passing
over Palmerston North. The light, wvhen studied through
binoculars, appsared to he an upflickering naked flame
with charactervistics zimilar 2 the Flams of a kerosane
Hurricana lamp. Tha light was first sighted at 185%hr
at a height of about 20600ft tyravelling from Ackauters
towards Hokovhitu. The light scurce was eircular and
large encugh to proesent ltself as a dise., To either
side and above the disc wag a small avea of red light.
The iunpression gained by the cohservar was of an enconing
aerially mounted § wvolt car headlight, shinmnq alengeide
a red painted surface. The light gradunlly grew dlemer
ag it climbed higher travelling tewards Pahiatun. It
was lost from sight shortly after 1960hr,

Basued on the deseription and behavienr of the light,
RNZAP anguiries found that it had the charscisristics

of a radar kalleon carryving a lamp attached to the radax
raflectoxr. 7That conclusion was suppucted by the
Superintendent of Physical Metsoroleogy and although a
radar ballesn bad not heen launched from Ohaksa alr bkass
at the time it was not uneommon for these biallooas to

ba f?uné-in the hands of otherSoutside the Meteorological
Servics.

On April %6, 1979, several residents of Palmsrston Worth
saw orange lights traversing the city. 2 single light
wag sighted shoxrtly after 2205hy over Palmersion Noxrth
by the observer rgpeorting the April 29 sighting. It

was described as having a &izc shape of yallow light
surrounded by a thin corona of red lighkt, It was
estimatad to be ¥km distant and tracking along the
watershed of the ncrtherms Tararua Ranves, It wag visible
until 2307hxr. At 2230hr eon April 26 & further sighting
wag made of an orange ball moving rapidly over Palmerston
Horth., It gave the appearance ©f burning and pulsated
from wvexy pale to darker orange. Az it moved away it
showeded sparks and appeared to dip and move from side

to-side. It was in sight for about five to seven minutes.

shortly after, threo similar oblects were sighted by

i



the witness in a shallow ¥V formation in approximately
the game pomition as the first sighting. The formation
travelled from north to south over Palmersgton North.

The characteristics of these lights were similar to
the April 20 sighting with the light emanating from
radar balloons.

For a wesk in December 1980 between 0510hr and 0600hr
& bright object was seen in the sast from Te Pohue and
climbed slowly. It was only seen when the alr was
elear.

RHEAF enruiries inte the sighting found that in all
probability 1t was the planet Venus.

On August 13, 1980, airx traffic radar at Ohakea reported
an anidentified object 22 miles south of Napier.

Heteorological conditions at the time of the report
Indicated that the sighting was a radar reburn on a
cloud formation.

On Janumayy 26, 1981; a lighted object war slghted
approaching Christchurch airport from the south-sast
at 044%hy. The obiwct travelled fast to the airper:,
mancauvred and hovered overhead before departing to the
south~east, The obilect, 1lit with a bright white light
with an orangs tinge at its periphery, was in sight fer
14 minutes,

An illuminatad meteorslegival halloon had been released
at 0450hr and had moved after release to the wert,
south-west, sebvth, south-east and then east in the first
ten minuwtes. The balloon was a possible swyplanation,

On July 3, 1381, the Christohurch Flight Informatiorn
office of the Civi) Aviation Divigion of the Rinistry

of Transport was adviged of the sldhtings of an oblect
near Cass at 219%0hr that day. The object was described
to be like a Newmans bus with bright lights of red/blue
shades and waz slighted mancenvring below hilitope before
moving off to the north-~east. The weathey was clear
excaept for clond patches around the peaks. and wisibility
was good.

No RNMEZAF or known <ivil aireraft ware in the area at
the tinme,.

In February, 1982, a white light was viewed through a
skyhawk window for a fraction of a second in Lower
Butt. It appeared to flare out and gave no appearance
of falling or leaving a trajl of light.



Rir gtaff enguiries found that the light conld have been
emitied from any one of a numbar of souroes

| - 2 momaatary
reflaction of a car light, a bright metecrite or sven
a portiorn of space junk.

I truszt that the z2bove information will be of assistance to
YO,

Yours zincersly

D Law
for Segretary of Dmfence
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20 March 1984 .

Secretary of Defence
. Private Bag =
Wellington o

Dear Sir,

We are applying under the Offical Information Act 1983
for all information that you have on extraterrestrial

space craft and or occupants that have landed or have

been sighted in New Zealand territory.

Our inguires along these lines follow the declassification
and publication of offical American Government Documents
admitting the capture and study of aliens and their space
craft.

We thinrk its likely

th
in a similar way with

a2t New Zealand agencies have dealt
U. .'s and their occupants.

Thanking you for your co-operation.

Yours faithfully,

MaRA Shf ﬂ/

MARK STAUFER R
IAN WISHART

NEWS JOURNALISTS

REFEXRED TO
Z{O%A B

Hauraki Enterprises Ltd. 4th Floor Caltex House, Fanshawe Street, Auckland, New Zealand. P.O. Box 1480. Phone 34-899. Cables: Haurad.
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16 January 1984

MOUNT COOK | \

Dear

Thank you for your lstter dated 19 December, I am sorry
for the delay in responding but 1 have besn asway for a month,

[4.3
The Royal New Zealand Air Force n&ﬂ the Ministry of
Defence,doas not investigate UFO sightings unless asked to do
ap by the Government.

Any reports on UFDQ sightings should be mads to your
local Pelice stetiaon,

I hope this ansuers your inqguiry, and =2ga2in I regret
the time delay in replying to your letter.

Yours faithfully

AN

(P.W. MAITLAND)
Sergaant

for RNZAF Public
Relations Officer
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17 November 1983

Mr H,J. Knapman
P.O. Box 22638
High St
CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Mr Knapman,

Thank you for your letter of 17 September in which
you sought details of various UFQ sightings, under the Official
Information Act.

Firstly, quite an amount of research and investigation
has been done on your behalf but unfortunately we have no record
or ‘coples of the 1954 movie films to which you refer. Nelther
do we have a repcert or any infcrmation on the sighting that you
attribute to & SNCO at RNZAF Whenuapal in August 1954. Ve
have alsc checked records held by the National Archives but
have been unable to find any information which may be of help
to you.

With regard to the 1959 sighting by 'Mrz F. Moreland'
I can advise that the report is confidential and an assurance
was given to the witness by the Secretary of Defence, that the
Minigtry of bDefence would do nothing to release the results of
the enquiry conducted by the RNZAF without her permission. The
witness has been contacted and she has regquested that her
privacy be respected and conseguently the report will not be
made available.

The RMZAF issued a Press Release regarding the
reported Kaikoura sightings in Dec 78/Jan 79 and a copy of
this is enclosed although I feel sure that you will have a
copy of your own already.

Quite obvicusly I have been unable to give vou

any substantial new information so although considerable time
and effort has been spent in researching the background

/material



material to give you a reply no charges will be made as would
normally be the case for Official Information Act requests.

Yours faithfully

Enclogure: 1. RNZAF UFO Sighting Report
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MUFON J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

103 Oldtowne Rd Mutual UFQ Network
; © Sectional § 1 Director
Seguin Texas 17/9/83 REﬁ%{IED I;;rfnolza] Knapman

78155 USA PO Box 22638 High St
zﬁ:rsgggsz' Christchurch NZ
Phone 527953
To:~ Cheif of Air Staff, VEFENCE HDQxs
Defence Headguarters, :
Wellington, Air 39/3/3 .~
Dear Sir,

Aug 27
Thankyou TFfor your reply to my Bews~+k 1983,

letter. In reply to your letter 14 Sept,I regquest the following information
if possible through the information act.”

In April 1954 several movie films were taken by civillans & turned over to
the Airforce for examineation & report,if possible a copye of that report

& Or somse frame copies of the film.

On Aug 18,1954,a Snr NGO gtationed at Whenuapai A.F.Stn saw a cigar shaped
object & reported it, an investigation was done, if possible 2 copy of this
rgport.ﬁm

July 13.1959 Mrs F.Moreland Blebhheim Disc shaped obhjectseen,Investigated by
the Airforeg. A copy of the report please, -
The RNZAF report of the‘ReconnaissancevFlight Jan 2nd 1979 Esikoura ufos.
I have no objections to paying for this material,ss I éaid\in previouse
letters to you any information received from the Airforce is for my files
only,for rese%reh.The wittnesess will not hear from me or my collegues

in any form about their sightings,i do respect ther privacy,l do hope you

will grant my request for resesrch,hope to hesar from you soon.

Kindegt regards,

éa%éq%kaﬂJ Harold J Knapman,
Director for MUMON N.,Z.
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Alr 39/3/3

28 October 1983

My J,.C. Thompson
57 Pilliorn Streel
RLENEEIM

Dear Mr Thompson,

Thank vou for vour letters of 25 Augusi and
- 3 OGctober regarding sightings of unldentified phenonmena
in the Kaikoura area in December 1978, You will notice
that I refer to ‘unidentified phencmena' because that is
precisely what I think these sightings should be termed.
They are cartainly unidentified and there is absolutely
no eviﬁanca that what were seen were obiects of any kind -
only lights or light souwrces.

To answer your guestions.

The RNZAF did caryy out a thorough investigation
of the alleged sightings. In fact the scope of the
investigation was greater than any previcus efforts made by
the RNEAF to establish an explanation for sightings of this
nature. The news service statament by the PRO(Air) stated
that all the prineipal witnesses had been interviewed. That
is pxaciagzi correct, All of the principal witnesseg had
been interviewed and any other witneeses, in the view of
.the investigating officex, would not have contributed in
any substantial way to the investigation. -

The inventigatinz officer consulted with the Civil
 Aviation Division of the Ministry of Tranasport on a number of
occasione while compiling his report. No reference was made
o the alleged Waikawa Bay sighting bhecause that was not in
his terus of reference. If any comments were mide by Woodbourne
and Wellington Ailr Traffic Control about the Walkawa Bav sighting
it was obvicusly not eonsidernd relevant to the Kaikoura
investigation.

You have on & number of ocecasions stated that the
Waikawa Bay sightings lasted for upwards of 35 minutes and yet
Mr ¥.D. Macdonald whe repoztaﬁ the sighting states in his latter
to 'The Marlborough Express’® on 20th Decenber 1978 that the
sighting lasted 10 minutes. Quite logically anyone making
a comment on this aspect of that 'sighting' I8 going te quote

/the prinaig§é
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the principal witness (in this case Mr Macdonald) rather than
any other source, especially if that source did not actually
witness the sighting.

You can he absclutely sure that the RNEZAF will not
be investigating the Waikawa Eay sighting and will certainly
not be re-opening the investigation into the Kaikoura sightings.
All of the Departments inveolved in this matter are satisfied
that it has been handled properly and correctly. The final
paragraph of the Defence press release clearly defines the
Ministry of Defence's stand on so-called UFOs. that is clearly
Defence policy and unless absolute proof of anything to the
contrary becomes evident then, despite the convictions or
beliefs of anybody alse, that stand will not change.

You have asked for a copy of the Kaikoura sightings
report and a list of the ten principal witnesses and the time
each spent in interview. Firstly the report is a restricted
decument and will not be released because to do so would
compromise the confidentiality of the witnesses' statements,
and in the same way providing details of each of the witnesses
could see them being the recipients of unsolicitored mail about
a subject which they may wish to have nothing more to say.

The times that each witness spent in interview was not recorded.

Reference in a previous letter to vou by ¥Mr b. Law,
to a fee for work undertaken to give yvou this reply would
normally apply, however 8 I am unable to give you any new
information no charges have heen made although considerable
time has been spent in researching the background material.

I would like to point out that there is little purpose
to be served hy persuing this matter through the Ministry of
befence any further as we have no further tangible information
which we c¢an give vou.

Ygurs faithfully,

for chief of Air Staff
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- MINISTRY OF DEFENCE L

All corrvasondence should be addressed ta: In reply please quote:
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENCE, ]
PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON, N.Z. Air 39/3/3

Telephone 725 498

.0, 208

DEFENCEHEADQUARTERS
WELLINGTON, N.Z.~

22 August 1983

Mr J C Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your letter of 9 August seeking information under the
Official Information Act, on UFO sightings in the Kaikoura region
in 1978, :

Air staff, Defence Headgquarters Wellington now have your letter and
are currently researching their files so that they can reply to all
your guestions. I am sure you will appreciate that the task of
preparing a reply once the information is at hand may take a little
while, and that under the terms of the O0fficial Information Act, the
Ministry of Defence is obliged to levy a fee for the work undertaken.
Accordingly, an officer from Air Staff will contact you once they
have completed their examination of any material that is available
and inform you of the costs involved in preparing a comprehensive
response to your enquiries.

If you have any further gueries you should contact Squadron Leader

Lynch, the Air Staff Information Contact Officer, Ministry of Defence

Wellington - 726-499 extension 8344,
Yours sincerely

by

D Law
for Secretary of Defence
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Dser Mr Thompeon

Thenk you for your letter of 5 Augusi sseking information under the
gffivial Information fct, on UFO aighiings in the Kelkours renion
in 1978,

Rir 5teff, Defence Headguarters Uellington now have your letlisr and
are currently ressarching their files so that they can reply to all
your guestions. i am surs you will 2ppreciste thet the task of
preparing a reply cncs the informetion is at hand may tske & littls
while, and that under the bterms of ths 0fficisl Information Act, the
Miniestry of Defence in oblliged te levy a fese fPor the work undsriaken,
Accordingly, an officer from Air Steff will contect you once they
have complested their exeminetion of any msterial that ie sveilsbls
antt inform you of the cests involved in preparing a comprshensive
rasponse to your snquiries.

If you have eny further gueries you should contact Squandron Lesdsr

Lyneh, the Air Steff Informeiion Contact Officer, NMinietry of Defencs
Wellingbton - 726498 extension 6344,

Yours sincerely

D Leaw
for Secretary of Defence
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Cous g&eg»&,f&ﬁ °$ﬂyk:ﬁ5;<}%P“ '
MINISTERTIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORI ATTENTIONSC Q“"k - \a
AL L" &4‘ \'}\') C‘b’@ :
1. Attached is an enquiry from the MlnlsterAg)Offlce.
2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy lﬂfﬁ&

Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the
letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If
it is judged that the Minister should have background
information to the issue before signing the ‘letter, a draft
covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary ox Deputy
Secretary should also be prepared. i‘ , ]

. ' !
3. In view of the urgency which must be given to J
Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to
Policy Branch, attention AO(Pol)D by /& / & /&3 . If
for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with
the matter is to have an interim reply to thie correspondent,
for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the
prescribed seven-day deadline. 1In addition the staff involved
are to provide a wrlttenaexplanatlon, addressed to Dep Sec Def,
through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to prov1de the
draft reply within the given time.
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5.
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11.
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

'OFFICIAL INFORMATION : ACTION/RECORD SHEET o

File Reference for working papers: H’lr 301"3‘ 3

Name of applicant: Mr 3.C.TH be’SON" T

" Address: 5F Dirtony ST I";QAQL)/{'E/M'
Telephone:- o
. Date request received: I/ S> 3 -

Specific nature of request: @wesﬂoms cw UFQO s ,_76’/?'7

General nature of request:

Pccess to official infeormation @2—?
Access to personal information

Access to internal rules g522
Access to reasons for decisions . 523

Correction of information © 826

Delay likely? If so date advice sent:

Staff to action request: A€ STAFE /AO@OL)D

Position: D@3 D[}-”)
Forwarded On: [, ¥- i?l

Returned On:

Decision made (delete those not applicable)

aa Releass approved/not approved

b. Release approved with alteration/deleti~ns
Release approved subject to conditions.

d. Request transferred
Personal information amended

f. Notation placed on personal record

l . i
v
'

._‘._‘_..
®
—

!'E"a'. { ‘ | Z
| \

-

ol .
"¢ - Date action completed

Charges raised: YES / NO {calculation form on géverse side)
Charges paid: - Date: SRR HOs: )
Applicant advised on: _ i
Information supplied on:
Form of Access: , -
Grounds for dEClSlon in. 13 a - f:
Authorlty- . | {name) Appointment:
Date:
b

i
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nir 39/3/3

14 Septembey 1983

Mr Haerold 8 Knapman
PO Box 22838
High Street
CHRISTCHURECH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your lstter of 27 August concerning
the release of information on Unidentified Flying Objescts
undar ths 0fficial Information Agt.

Your latier does not spscifgvwhet informstion
you seek on UFQs.

Under the Bct sny regquest for information must
be far 2 speecific subject, Once that regusst is received
@t will be reviswed and the dscision rsached on whsther
or not that informatien csn be relesssd.

f course charges are involved. Thess asre 10c

reproduction fees for sach copy in excess of B0 and $10
par half hour for ressarch after the first hour.

Yours faithfully,

P

{C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leadar
RNZAF Publiec Relations Officer

FILE. ’(./:é‘_‘mu

| s 7
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MUFORN J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

103 Oldtowne Rd
Seguin Texas

78155 USA 27/8/87%

Mutual UFO Nerwork
Sectional § I Director
Harold J Knapman
PO Box 22638 High St
Christchurch NZ
E.FENC TRS ]
eﬁuoq b Phone 527953

To:+~ Sguadron Leader C.D.Cola,
RNZAF Public Relations Officer,
o/- Chief of Alr Staff,
Defence Headguarters,
Private Bag,Wellington.

Air 39/3%/3 FR.

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your letter 5 August 1983.o0n the reguest of the
retrieaval of information of UFO's. T may have misguoted in asking for
information of UFO's,l reguest that it should of been through the or
under the Official Information Act,If I handnt at the time Im sorry,

I wish 4o at this time request any informafionm leading to the release
of UFC daba or PFllms,photos,etc,Under the O0fficial Information Act.

I will look forwards to your reply soon.

- : Kindest regards,
Harold J Knapman,
S.I1.8ectional Director for,

MUFON - N, Z,

“f&qqg,efu, ) j %wu/wfrvcw@
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Air 39/3/3 PR

5 August 1983

Mr Harold 2 Knapman
Directar MUFON NZ

PD Box 22638 Migh Straet
- CHRISTLCHURCH

Dear Sir,

~ Thank ybu for yvouy letter reguesting information
an Unidankified Flying Objects and to work with the RNIAF
to investigate information and sxshangs information.

The RNZAF, ae I explained in my letter te you
of 15 Dcteber 1981, dses not underteke investigations into
the sightings of ﬁnidenti?iad Flying Qhjects,

Whan 2 sighting is raperied to the RNIAF it
consultes uith obher Government agenciees sueh as ths Civil
Aviation, ths Metaorelogisal 3arvice and the DSIR in an
affort to 2liminats abvious csuses.

Your interset in aksisting the RNIAF in this
matter is apprecisted but as:I have said the RRZAF {is not
involuad in UFD invastigations,

Yours faithfully,

—Z

{(C.B, €OLE)
Squadren Lesader
RNZAF Public Rslations 9fficer
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Hig 3?/%/3
24
NETWORK, INC.

103 Oldtowne Rd
Seguin Texas
78155 USA

Mutual UFQ Network
Sectional § 1 Director
Harold 1 Knapman
PO Box 22638 High St
Christchurch NZ
To:~ Director Opperations, Phone 527953
Alr Btaff Headguarters,

Wellington,N.Z.

Dear Sir,

I am writing this request for any information the Airforce has
regarding UFOg, Any information I recieve will be garanteed confidential
& will remain thus.The information is to be used for research perposses

only,on our computers etec.I have been in contact with Sgaudron Leader

Bunn at Wigram Airforce Base at CHCOH & T have passed on to him copies of
my files on Micro Film,plus a set of our Questionnairs which I no doubt
he has sent to your Headquarters.I would like if its possiable to work in
with .the Airforce to lnvestigate & fto exchange information on UFOs.
I have investigated hundreds of sightings with the help of a very excellent
taam of Proffeslonal people,l will bhe bringing my files up to date on the
micro films very shortly & will send to Sgunadron Leader Bunn the up to date
set of Pilms.I could guote if you like the case of Mrs Moreland 43 July,19509.
I do know her address at this moment,plius her new married name,but I
respect her reguest for confidentiality of her name etc. Our research fteam
ig the only present one in N.Z.that is investigating UFO sightings in a
scientific manner & we hobe your Dept may help us in“the’futﬁre.We also
have all available dats on the Kaikoura sighting 1978 - 79. films,ATC tapes

etc,except the Airforce report.Thank you for your Attention,hobe to hear

_.from you soon.
AEFERRED TO |

. . Kindest Regards
ofs | Harold J Knapman,
—— Director MURPON W.Z.

SO S Heretel 4 Hnapman—
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Rir 38/3/3 PR

21 Mareh 1983

LOWER HUTY

ﬂ&a? 31’.‘ ¥

Thank you for your letter sseking an explanation to
the light vou sau, Plesse accept my apeloglaes in raplying.
Unfortunately the infprmadion you geve In your letisr
was not sufficisnt to positively identify the light, The
date of the sighting uould have been usaful,
_ From my inguliries the light could have been amitted
by any ons af & number of ssuraes - e wemantary reflsction

of = car hard lamp, 8 bright meteorite, or even a partion of
spaces Yjunk¥, It uas not an sircraft,

I am sorry that I ssnnot offer a positive axplanation,

Yours faithfully,

A

{c.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader

“’3'3\. #

ANZAF Public Relations Officer
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22 Fabruary 1983

Mr 8. Chalker

PO Box 6 7
Lana Cove NSW 2066
AUSTRALIA

Bear 3ir,

Thank you for your letter of 23 Jeanuary to Wing
Commandar G,7T. Clarke requasting information to finslize your
atudies into afficisl investigations of UFD sightings.

‘The RNIAF dues not undertake investigetions into the
sightinge of UFOs. It does, hoeusver, on receipt of e rsport
of a aighting sonsult with other Gavernwment agencies.such as
the Tivil Aviatisn Division of thd Minietry of Yesneport, the
Meteoralogickl Service snd the DEIR in sn effort (o eliminate
shwious causes. '

Consaquently the RNIAF doss not saintain racords of
al) sightingas and thearsfora cannst respond wuith sny sccurscy
to the questions you sesk ansusrs to,

There are a number of UFQ grganixaiions in New Zesland
who may be sbhle to assist you with your ressarch,

Yours faithfully,

—&

(€.0. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relsticns Officer

It e
‘{ﬁ e Jntilaly



B, Chalker,

N P.0. Box 6,
1/’%& [ﬁ(") y W{//{ J1anE cngE, NSW, 2066
Azagyvﬁ AUSTRALTA

W / January 23rd, 1983

Wing Commander G.P. Clarke,
Director of Public Relations,
Ministry of Defence,

Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag, Wellington,

NEW ZEALAWD

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION — UFOs

Dear Sir,
I have been advised that I should direct my engquiries to you.

Since January, 1982, as a civillan researcher, I have been permitted
the first civilian direct review of the Royal Australian Alir Force (RAAF) files
on UFOs at the Russell Offices of the Australian Department of Defence in
Canberra, I have examined their extant files which cover the period frem 1850
to 1982, This file review can be confirmed with the Directorate of Air Force
Intelligence (DAFI) Liaison Officer, Sqd, Ldr, Ian Frame, with whom I have
dealt directly.

The purpose of this lethter is two fold:

(1) To finalise my study of official investigations of UFOs, I wish
to understand the involvement of other countries in the same matter:

{a) T would like to be advised of the extent and nature of the
New Zealand Ministry of Defence UF0O file holdings and that of any other agencies
that may also conduct investigations in New Zealand,

(b) Do you have a yearly {or otherwise) summary or breakdown of
reports recieved along with an indication of the possible explanations and
whether a sighting 1s "unexplained"? If so, could I be sent copies of these
documents?

{c¢} Should you have "unexplained" or "unknown" cases could you
advise me what would constitute such a report?

{d) Do you approach UF0O reports and their investigation from the
point of view to evaluate whether a security threat is apparent, for public
relation purposes, or perhaps to determine whether any body of "unexplained"
reports constitute patterned data suggestive of unidentified and/or superior
technology?

(e) would it be possible to recieve copies of examples of the
range of reports you recieve that you class as "unexplained" or some other
similiar categorisation? I would only be interested in a few reports to
compare with the type of reports evaluated as "unknown'" by the RAAF, I
appreciate that such reports would need to have the names and addresses of
witnesses deleted,

(2) In particular I would like to obtain any documentation you may

have on the following 2 events:

(i) Blevheim, July 13, 1959 - witness: Mrs. Moreland

(ii) Ngatea, September, 1962 - ground marks found on the property

of a Mr, B,G. O'Neil,

Could vou also advise me whether any ether agency (eg. DSIR) conducted investi-
gations into either of the above events? If so, would you